Chapter 1: 
					Prologue 

1) Psamtik 1: King of Egypt
· He not only drove out the Assyrians, revived Egyptian art and architecture, and brought about general prosperity, He found conceive of and conduct history’s first recorded experiment in psychology. 
· Psmatik, driven by intellectual curiosity, wanted to prove that the Egyptians were the most ancient race on earth, as the Egyptians had long believed. 
· He began with a hypothesis: If children had no opportunity to learn a language from older people around the,, they would spontaneously speak the primal inborn language of humankind.
 According to Herodotus, who tracked down the history of the story and got the information from priests of Hephaestus in Memphis : Psamtik ordered to get him two kids from a low class mother, to be put in a cottage and fed. Psamtik’s goal, according to Herodotus, was to observe the babbling of the babies and see what their first word would be after the babbling was over. The experiment worked and one day after the children were 2 years old, they cried out Becos repeatedly which was sent to Psamtik. Psamtik discovered that Becos was the Phrygian word for bread and concluded that Phrygians were an older race than the Egyptians. 

2) Messages from God: 
Many other natural phenomena had long engaged the interest of both primitive and civilized peoples, who had come more or less to understand and master them. 
 how to make control of fire (for 800000 years) , using tools of many kinds (100 000 years), they had learned how to plant crops, and some had known the elemnts of the human anatomy and possessed hundreds of remedies for a variety of diseases. But until la century after Psamtik’s time, neither the Egyptians not anyone else thought about or sought to understand – let alone influence- how their own minds functioned. 
 They thought their thoughts and emotions were the work of spirits and gods. 

· ex: the Mesopotamian cuneiform texts from about 200 BC, for instance, refer repeatedly to the commands of the Gods; heard as utterances by the rulers of society, dictating where and how to plant crops, who to delegate authority, on whom to make war and so on.
· Ex 2: in the Iliad, (greek poem attributed to Homer), which records the beliefs of Homer in the 9th century, and the beliefs of the Greeks and Trojans that he talked about. There is no consciousness in the Iliad, the mental and emotional functions were summed up according to that there were no words for consciousness or mental acts. the words in the Iliad which later on come to have different meanings have more concrete meanings in the Iliad such as the word psyche which ; later means the souls or conscious mind signified substances, such as blood or breath: A dying soldier bleeds out his psyche to the ground or breathes it out in his last breaths. Another example would be the word noos which later on means conscious mind. However in its context it meant something like perception or recognition or the field of vision. The thoughts and feelings of people in the Iliad are put into their minds by the gods. Example: after 9 years of besieging Troy, the greek army was being infected by disease, Achilles the great greek warrior of the torjan war, receives from the Godess Hera, who had pitty on the greeks after seeing them dying, and he said to them that they must make their way backwards to their home in order to escape death
Example 2: when Agamemnon, king of men, robs Achilles of his mistress, god grabs Achilles by his hair and warns him to strike Agamemnon and leads them to the battle. 
· Example 3: other ancient people even centuries later, belived that their thoights, visions, and dreams were messages form the Gods. Herodotus tells us that Cyrus the Great, founder of the Persian empire, crossed into the land of the hostile Massagetae and dreamt that he saw Darius, the son of his follower Hystaspes, in a way that symbolized that his plotting against his crown so he ordered his son to be sent to answer Cyrus’s questions. 
· Example 4: The ancient Hebrews had comparable beliefs. Through the old testament important thoughts were taken to be utterances of god, who appears in person in earlier writings, or as the voice of God heard withing oneself. 3 instances: 
       
· The vision that came to Abram telling him to fear not 
· After the death of Moses, the lord talked spoke unto Joshua the son of Nun, Moses’s minster, telling him that moses has died and telling him to go to the land
· The word of God came into Jonah the son of Amittai telling him to arise and go to Nineveh and cry against it. 
· Example 5: disordered thoughts and madness were likewise interpreted as the work of god o the spirits sent by him. 
· Deuteronomy names insanity as a curse from god to one of those who do not obey to his commands
· Saul’s psychotic fits, which David allayed by playing the harp, are attributed to an evil spirit sent by the lord (p:5) (after playing the harp the evil spirit departed from him) 
· When David’s fame as a warrior exceeded Saul’s, though, the divinely caused madness raged out of all control (p:5) 


3) The discovery of the mind: 
 In india: Buddha attributed human thoughts to our sensation and perceptions, which gradually combine to ideas. 
 In china: Confucius stressed the power of thought and decision that lay withing each person. (A man can command his principles, principles do not command the man). 
 In greece: signs of change were even stronger. Were poets and sages began to view their thoughts in wholly new terms 
· Sapho: described the inner torment of jealousy in realistic terms not inflicted by the God. 
· Solon: poet and lawgiver, used the word nous not in Homeric sense but to mean something like the rational mind. Where the man’s noos at age 40 is trained in all things. 


· Within decades Greek thought started beckoning astonishing, in the Hellenic area, Greek knowledge increased something like forty-fold in less than three centuries. 
Abrupt appearance of a new area of knowledge = philosophy.
Greece in 5th and 4th centuries B.C  number of reflective upper-class men (1) conceive of, and (2) offer answers to many of the enduring questions of (1) cosmogony, (2) cosmology, (3) physics, (4) metaphysics, (5) ethics, (6) aesthetics, and (7) psychology.
	Psychology existed in 1520 A.D
These men identified and offered hypotheses about nearly all the significant prblmes of psychology that have concerned scholars and scientists ever since.
Goal  discover the true causes of human behavior.
Human behavior  unseen processes of the mind which take place in response to external events and other stimuli.
Compelled to find out what lies in the vast and invisible cosmos of the mind: (1) solitary ascetics, (2) convivial sybarites, (3) feverish mystics, (4) hardheaded realists, (5) reactionaries, (6) liberals, (7) true believers, and (8) convinced atheists.
Historians name technological advances as the great milestones of culture:
· Development of the plow
· Discovery of smelting and metalworking
· Invention of the clock
· Printing press
· Steam power
· Electric engine
· Lightbulb
· Semiconductor
· Computer
· Recognition by the Greek philosophers and their intellectual descendants that human beings could examine, comprehend, and guide/control their own thought processes, emotions, and resulting behavior.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Human being = the only animal that, by examining its own cerebration and behavior, could alter them – the psychologizing animal.

this inward voyage of the past twenty five hundred years, this search for the true causes of bhevaior, this most liberating of all human infquiries, s the subject of The Story of Psychology.




